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WELL-KNOWN COLFAX THEATER OWNER,
LONGTIME FILMMAKER DIES
never got to touch that camera.
Once my brother got a hold of it,
he was creating,” Gordon said.
Gary taught himself to shoot, edit
and produce films, his brother said.
Gary began making films while attending McClatchy high school in
Sacramento. Some of his films ran
on local NBC television station,
KCRA-TV. Gary was a frequent
guest on “Creature Feature” hosted
by Bob Wilkins.
While attending junior college,
Gary was hired by KCRA-TV in the
spring of 1968. By the time he was
21, he was the station's commercial
cinematographer responsible for all
non-news film production. He left
the station in 1975 to take a position with the Vinnell Corporation
The effort to reopen the historic,
and was stationed in Saudi Arabia.
74-years old Colfax theater was
In 1976 Gary was hired to shoot a
dealt a blow with the passing of
Gary Tomsic, a longtime local me- weekly documentary series that
aired on National Iranian
dia fixture. According to property
Radio/Television International,
records, he purchased the 1939
There he traveled the far reaches of
theater in December 2012 for
$150,000. The theater had lain idle the world on assignments from
Perth, Australia to Damascus, Syrsince 2008.
ia. He returned to the United States
Gary was pronounced dead in the in 1977 and immediately began
early evening of Friday, December taking assignments and shooting
27, after paramedics found him
film projects.
unresponsive at his Colfax resiAll this lead to Gary creating a prodence. He was 64.
duction company that produced a
“It’s really ready to operate,” said
wide variety of projects from movGary’s brother, Gordon Tomsic.
ies to public service campaigns for
Gordon said there were some mithe State of California. He was Dinor issues to work through but the rector of Photography, with an extheater, with a state-of-the-art digi- tensive film/video facility at his
tal projector, was basically ready.
disposal. He even worked with coGordon said the theater purchase
came out of nowhere, but was in
keeping with his brother’s long career in media.

median Tim Conway on “Dorf
Goes Auto Racing” in 1990.
In 2003 he shot a TV series for The
Learning Channel (TLC) called
“Spymaster.” In 2008 he worked
for Indigo Films on a project called
“42 Ways To Kill Hitler,” that he
shot with high speed film with three
separate cameras. This show aired
on Thanksgiving weekend 2008 on
the National Geographic Channel.
He was the writer and director of
the 2010 television movie “Stagecoach Santa.” Gary also shot the
award winning feature film “Xenia:
Priestess Of Night,” about a belly
dancing vampire.
Gary Tomsic was known around
town as a passionate lover of the
arts and, according to our Museum
and Archives Director, Helen Wayland, he was dedicated to the reopening of the theater. “He was
quite a vocal person,” Wayland
said. “He was very much into and
excited about opening the theater.
He was ready to do it, and it’s a
shame he did not get to see it happen. He spent so much time and
money, it’s just really sad. He was
very enthusiastic about theater and
movies.”
Wayland met Tomsic and his
brother Gordon during an introductory reception dinner that Gary
hosted at the Colfax Passenger Depot last January, after he had purchased the theater. Gary gave a
summary of his professional background at the dinner.

When the two boys were still at
home, Gordon said, he recalled his
dad buying an 8mm camera so he
could make home movies. “My dad
See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Well, it is beginning to
rain and
what a blessing this is for
our area and
for the watershed as a whole. We are
rapidly approaching the spring season
and many of our plants believe we are
already there.
The society is continuing to develop and
improve our archives. We have put up
shelving and now those long wide
boards are no longer in Helen’s way.
Volunteers are continuing to catalog and
organize the items in the archives as well
as at the museum. We are proceeding
with the modernization and update of
our records using computers and soft-

ware. This capability will allow for us to
find materials and information more easily and will facilitate the upgrade and
organization of our artifacts.
Helen has obtained a wonderful display
case that really adds some class to the
museum. Please stop by and admire this
new addition. Our volunteers at the museum continue to provide aid and advice
to the traveling public and to visitors interested in our area. We, in cooperation
with the Chamber of Commerce represent our community in a positive light.
We just completed giving the Bull and
the Bear a new coat of linseed oil and
they are ready for spring (see article on
page 7).
Your continued participation as a mem-

ber of the Society is critical to the continuation and growth of the Society. Please
be sure to renew your membership and
discuss with your friends our museum
and the various activities of the Society.
Thank you for your interest and participation in society projects and activities. If
you have any ideas how we can be of
service to the community and our local
businesses, please let us know. Contact
Bonnie Wilson (530-878-6640, email:
bonwally@hotmail.com) with your ideas
for program presentations.
All the best to you as we anxiously anticipate more rainfall.

Swend L. Miller
President,
Colfax Area Historical Society

RECIPE FROM THE PAST
Irish Stew with Dumplings1
For the Stew
Wipe and cut in pieces three pounds of lamb from the fore-quarter. Put in
kettle, cover with boiling water, and cook slowly two hours or until tender.
After cooking one hour, add ½ cup each carrots and turnips cut in ½ inch
cubes, and 1 onion cut in slices. 15 minutes before serving add 4 cups potatoes
cut in ¼ inch slices, previously parboiled 5 minutes in boiling water. Thicken
with ¼ cup flour, diluted with enough cold water to form a thin smooth paste.
Season with salt and pepper, serve with Dumplings.
For the Dumplings
2 cups flour.
4 teaspoons baking powder.
½ teaspoon salt.
2 teaspoons butter.
¾ cup milk.

A RT ICL E S A ND P H O T O S

Mix and sift dry ingredients. Work in butter with tips of fingers, add milk
gradually, using a knife for mixing. Toss on a floured board, pat, and roll out
to ½ inch in thickness. Shape with biscuit cutter, first dipped in flour. Place
closely together in a buttered steamer, put over kettle of boiling water, cover
closely, and steam twelve minutes. A perforated tin pie plate may be used
in place of steamer. A little more milk may be used in the mixture, when it may
be taken up by spoonfuls, dropped and cooked on top of stew. In this case
some of the liquid must be removed, that dumplings may rest on meat and
potato, and not settle into liquid.

Dear Readers,
We need your help with articles and/or photos for the
Cobblestones. Several members
have supplied me with outlines
of articles and accompanying
photos they wanted to be
included the next Cobblestones.
This has worked out very well. 1 This recipe is from The Boston Cooking-School Cook Book, by Fanny Farmer, published
I am hoping that this simplified by Little, Brown, And Company, 1896.
approach will encourage more
of you to suggest articles for
items off at the Museum and
melcouch57@peoplepc.com (subthe Cobblestones. To send outcall me at 530-346-2394.
ject line "Cobblestones"), snail
lines, articles or photos you
Thank you!
mail me at 113 Mink Creek
can email them to
Drive, Colfax 95713, or drop
See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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MEL HENDERSON REMEMBERED
There he taught until his retirement
in 1979. In 1983, he became a
Djerassi Resident Artist, where he
returned six more times through
the winter of 2006. Among the
marks he left on the Djerassi artists'
acreage was a mill titled "Water
Wheel" that powered a stone to
rise and fall to "stamp out evil."
Henderson was a remarkable whistler and loved classical music, fresh
corn and watching birds. He was a
well-known Northern California
artist, whose art expressed his deep
connection to the land and his
ideas about peace and justice. He
Professor Emeritus of Art, Mel
is fondly remembered as a generHenderson passed away on last
ous and supportive person who
October 4 in his home in Nevada touched the lives of countless stuCity. He was 91 years old. Hender- dents, friends and family for whom
son was born in Colfax. He was
he opened the door of possibilities
raised in nearby Iowa Hill and
for a richer life.
went on to become an Army Air
Corps pilot in World War II, a gold Mel together with his son, Theron
Henderson, and John Barrow reminer, sculptor, conceptual artist
stored the sculptures of a Bull and
and professor of art at SF State.

Bear that once stood in front of a
Colfax restaurant. Originally from
Mendocino, the sculptures were
brought to Colfax in the 1940s and
placed in front of the popular Bull
and Bear restaurant on Canyon
Way. “Gary Todd played on them
(as a youth),” said Helen Wayland,
director of the Colfax Heritage Museum. “Every other guy around
town that age played on them.”
The bull and bear are now on permanent display next to the Museum
Mel is survived by his wife, Susan
Rannells, his sister, Evelyn Skeels,
his daughters, Jilline Henderson
and Kate Rannells, his son, Theron
Henderson, and his nieces, nephew and granddaughter.

PRESIDENTIAL DOLLS ON DISPLAY AT MUSEUM

activities.
The Knotty Knitters club of Auburn, California created these
figures based on an idea conceived by Linda Pietz who was
seeking a knitting challenge for
her intermediate and advanced
students. Each of the 23 knitters
"adopted" one or more Presidents and researched fun and
This exhibit, which includes all 43
interesting facts to create their
men who have been President of
design. After nearly nine months
the United States, is on display at
of work, all 43 Presidents met for
the Museum at least through Presithe first time in May 2012. Since
dents Day. These three-dimencoming together, the exhibit won
sional knitted figures feature
first prize at the California State
period clothing and unique eleFair, was featured in newspapers
ments that represent their presiand other publications, and have
dency, hobbies, events and

made three television appearances. Most recently, they were on
display in Chicago for Vogue
Knitting Live.
The Knotty Knitters of Auburn,
California are a group of very
inventive and creative knitters
from a variety of Sierra foothill
towns that welcome new challenges in knitting and pushing
the limits of their craft. In addition to their regular weekly knitting class, they annually tackle a
creative knitting challenge. For
more information on the "Knotty
Knitters of Auburn," check
them out at
http:llknitbeyond.blogspot.com.

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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BOARD MEETINGS

NEW MEMBERS

GENERAL MEETINGS

● Amy Maehler

● April 10, 2014

● February 21, 2014

● Mark Miller

● June 19, 2014

● May 17, 2014

● Tom Passanisi

● October 11, 2014

● July 26, 2014 – Ice Cream Social

All Board Meetings are on Thursdays at
10 am in the Depot.

Welcome!!!

WINT E R
Our next meeting will be at the
Depot on Friday, February 21st at
7:00 pm. Our speaker will be Phil
Sexton. Phil is currently the District
Interpretive Specialist for the Capital District of California State Parks
in Sacramento. In his career, he
has also worked for USDA Forest

Service on the Tahoe, Inyo and
Sequoia National Forests and for
National Park Service at Redwood
National Park. In his current position, Phil is a member of the management team that oversees seven
State Parks.

M USE UM
Volunteers are the life of daily museum and archives happenings.
They are invaluable to the success
of preserving artifacts, promoting

M E E T ING

A ND

Phil is interested in exploring ways
to use social media and technology such as smartphones and tablets to connect people with history
and nature in unexpected ways.
Phil has spoken to many historic
societies and groups, consults and
provides training for museums and
natural history centers.

A RCH IVE S

tourism, genealogy research, and the archives is open on Wednessupporting local businesses and
days, 9 am – 11 am. The museum
events. The museum is open seven can be reached at 346-8599.
days a week, 10 am – 3 pm and

V O L U N T E E R S
Irene Allen
Ken Fletcher
Nancy Hagman
Carol Maynard

Loraine Simpson
Dick Wayland
Helen Wayland
Donna Williams

Chris Miller
Nauman Nissan
Tom Passanisi
Claudia Petrie

GE RT RUD E

PA UL

CE L E BRA T E S

A wonderful party to celebrate
Gertrude’s 95th Birthday was held
on Saturday, December 21st, her
actual birthday, at the Peace
Lutheran Church in Grass Valley.
The party was hosted by Gertrude’s
daughter, Carlotta Wixon. Carlotta’s
husband, Richard, served as the
Master of Ceremonies for the event.

9 5

t h

There was quite a number of both
friends and relatives there, as well
as a good showing of CAHS
members in attendance. A buffet
luncheon was served and a number
of guests spoke of good times past.
Gertrude seemed to thoroughly
enjoy herself.

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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M E M O RIA L GIVING
T O CA H S

Gift in Honor or in Memory

Colfax Area Historical Society
welcomes gifts and memorials
in honor or in memory of
loved ones and friends. To
make a gift please include
your check with the form on
the right and mail to:

Of: ____________________________________________

Colfax Area Historical Society
Attention:
Memorials Secretary
P O Box 185
Colfax, CA 95713-0185

Email: _________________________________________

____________________________________________
By: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________
Amount: _______________________________________

HUBLEY
COLLECTION PHOTOS

H IST O RY

O F

PA ST

PRE SID E NT S

(continued)
In 1989, as outgoing President,
Gertrude Paul put together a significant installation of officers. Reporting of the event, with photos, used
three quarters of a page of the Colfax Record. (Colfax Record, Page
4, Tuesday, August 1, 1989)

Gertrude Paul then presented honors for contributions to the Historical Society: Dave Lewis, publisher
of Auburn Journal; Larry Risser,
Colfax Record; Myrtle Bell, Librarian; Dorothy Sanborn, Placer County Librarian,

Dr. Dave Wilt, who was installed as
president, was presented with the
gavel, Articles of Incorporation, official seal, and the post office box
key. Emerett Miles, installed as Vice
President, was given a second gavel
made of Manzanita.

The Journal and Record had been
funding the indexing, while the
Placer County Library was invaluable in helping the efforts that year
by donating a large number of old
Colfax Record issues to the Historical Society.

Pat Wilt, Recording Secretary, took
home a bag full of items (listed in
the Record article). Corresponding
Secretary Gladys Rodrigues received among other things, packages of cards and blotters. Treasurer,
Raul Garcia went home with a big,
big-buck, moth-eaten purse filled
with wooden nickels. Archivist
Jackie Gardner was given records
of all the work done in the previous
year with index boxes. Dorothy
Trantham board member was given Cobblestones, etc., to keep history of Colfax alive.

Also honored was Evan Day for
moving the old sleigh; The Fashion
Depot who donated fixtures for the
fashion show; Myrtle Findley, Publicity Chair, for her work with society and the publishing of the Colfax
City Maps showing all the streets.
Phyllis Geary; Donna Seeley; Gloria Woodward; Jim Stanley; Lou
Buechter; Jackie Gardner; Robert
Findley, past VP; Emerett Miles;
Gladys Rodrigues; Marge Shields;
Dorothy Trantham and Dave Wilt,(
who was chairman of the indexing
committee,) were also all honored.

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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CAHS

Objectives:
To support and promote
educational and research
activities and interest in the
history of the Colfax area; to
promote and establish a local
museum; to work with other
Historical Societies and local
groups; to discover, collect and
make accessible to the public
historical facts and objects; to
mark places and buildings of
historical interest in the Colfax
area and catalog such markers
in an orderly manner; to
register historical landmarks
and buildings; to accept gifts
and donations from the public
and other organizations; and

MEMBERSHIP

–

JOIN

Page 7

US

to raise funds to accomplish all Membership and Annual Dues:
the above.
Regular (single) Member :
$15.00
Family (including children):

$ 25.00

Junior (not included in Family):

$ 5.00

Business (includes ad)

$ 30.00

Non-profit Organizations

$ 30.00

Additional contributions are always welcome.

Meetings:

Dues apply to the fiscal year, July 1 to June 30, and
are tax-deductible. Members receive a membership
General Meetings:
4/ year
card, quarterly issues of the Colfax Cobblestones, and
Locations will be announced.
a 10% discount at the Gift Shop in the Museum.
Board of Directors:
4/year
Make checks payable to: Colfax Area Historical
Located in the Depot at
Society. Please send check with your name, address,
99 Railroad Avenue, Colfax
phone, email address, membership class, and amount
enclosed to: CAHS, P.O. Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713,
or go to the Museum to sign up.

T H E
On a
recent
weekend
the Bull
and the
Bear were
both given
another
protective
coating.
The work
was done

BUL L

A ND

T H E

BE A R

by Wade Petrie, Claudia’s son,
Swend Miller, and Ken Fletcher.
Our treasures now have a new
finish on them as well as a
protective coating.
Ken is missing from the photos
because he took them.
PHOTO CREDITS
Photos in this issue without attribution
were provided by Ken Fletcher and
Lynda Couchman.

FUN LINKS & INFORMATION
Donner Pass Historical Rendezvous:
www.DonnerSummitHistoricalSociety.org
Placer Sierra Railroad Heritage Society: www.psrhs.org
Leave a Legacy:: www.snlal.org
Sierra Nevada Virtual Museum: www.sierranevadavirtualmuseum.com
Do you have any stories or photos you
would like to share?
Please email them to the editor at:
melcouch57@peoplepc.com
Subject line: Cobblestones

Historic Hwy 49 Photos: www.HistoricHwy49.com
Gold Rush Stories:
http:/ / nevada-outback-gems.com/ gold_rush_tales/ california_gold_rush1.htm

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATION MEMBERS
American Legion
Colfax Post 192
P.O. Box 311
Colfax, CA 95713

Teri Andrews-Murch
Realtor w/Lyon Real Estate
1900 Grass Valley Hwy
Suite 100, Auburn
Direct: 530-798-0215
tandrewsmurch@golyon.com
www.FoothillsHotProperties.com

Colfax Dental Center
120 Whitcomb Avenue
P.O. Box 1080
Colfax, CA 95713
346-6244

Colfax Elementary School District
P.O. Box 1080
Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-6244

Colfax Garden Club
P.O. Box 1801
Colfax, CA 95713
346-8561
forgivenami@cablewave.com

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc.
P.O. Box 1199
Colfax, CA 95713
346-2281

Grace Hubley Foundation
24820 Ben Taylor Road
Colfax, CA 95713
530-863-3698
info@gracehubleyfoundation.org

Pick-A-Flick Video
P.O. Box 29
(6 N. Main Street)
Colfax, Ca 95713
530-346-8808

Placer County Historical Society
P.O. Box 5643
Auburn, CA 95604

Sierra Business Service
James and Barbara Kelly
520-D So. Auburn Street
Colfax, CA 95713
346-2455
barbkelly@foothill.net

Sierra Vista Community Center
P.O. Box 88
(55 School Street)
Colfax
530-346-8726

VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Post 2003
P.O. Box 1213
Colfax, CA 95713
(Pres.) 636-4242

