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CAHS

VO L UNT E E RS
WE L CO M E

HERITAGE MUSEUM
99 Railroad Street, in the Depot
Open Daily: 10:00 to 3:00
CAHS members receive 10%
discount in the Gift Shop.

Museum help is always welcome,
encouraged, and really needed.
Contact Chris Miller at
530-346-8599, or stop by the
Museum.

PROGRAM IDEAS
Members we need your help!
Do you have an idea for a
program? A passion for history
you would like to share? Would
you like to put on a program? If
so, please contact Walt or
Bonnie Wilson at
530-878-6640, or email them
at bonwally@hotmail.com
See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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CAHS MEMBER FINDS FAMILY, HISTORY IN
DAHLONEGA, GEORGIA
Paul Perreten, CAHS member and
descendant of the Colfax Kilgo
family, recently visited Dahlonega,
Georgia, the town from which the
original Kilgo left on his way to Iowa Hill and Colfax during the Gold
Rush. He was accompanied by his
wife, Sally. Before their visit he
contacted the Lumpkin County
Historical Society.
Paul contacted the society about
their proposed visit to Dahlonega,
for assistance with his search for
his roots, described in a book by
his mother, Lucille Kilgo Perreten,
titled, “The Kilgos of Colfax, California,” available for sale in our
Museum.

go, the father of
William Kilgo.
The cousins were
able to meet and
exchange family
history stories
during their visit.
Paul is the grandson of William
Kilgo, the younger brother of
Thomas Kilgo of
Dahlonega, who
is Marilou’s great grandfather.

for a tour of the historic 1884 jail, a
drive-by of the site of the old Kilgo
According to Paul Perreten, William and several other young Dahl- Storehouse at the corner of West
Main and Waters Streets, and
onega residents were among the
some excellent North Georgia bar49er gold rushers who headed to
California Gold Country, to make beque.
A major chapter concerning their
Dahlonega connection entitled “A their fortunes. William passed on
Blacksmith in Colfax: William Kilgo their family history to a younger
generation who took the time to
(1830-1878)” is a sketch of remiThis article, and the one below are based
write
it
down.
162
years
later
the
on information in two letters from Paul Pernisces written by William Kilgo, Jr.
reten; the Lumpkin County Historical SociPerretens
made
a
visit
to
Lumpkin
Coincidentally, one of the memety, Dahlonega, Georgia, newsletter,
bers of the society, Marilou Kinney, County where they visited the His, June 2014; and the book, The
torical
Society
and
the
Gold
MuseKilgos
of
Colfax, California, by Lucille
is also a descendent of James KilKilgo Perreten, 1984.
um. They then joined the Kinneys

WILLIAM KILGO, BLACKSMITH
William Kilgo was born in Hall
County, Georgia, December 27,
1830. His father, James, had a
blacksmith shop in the town of
Dahlonega, Georgia. William
spent much time in the shop,
learning the trade.
After gold was discovered in California, there were a lot of people
going from Georgia. William
caught the California fever. He
and a group of friends decided to
go to California.
October 15, 1851 William and his
friends started for California. The
party headed first for Charleston,
South Carolina. They then took

the train to New York. From New
York they then took a boat to the
Isthmus of Panama. It was hard
crossing for at that time as there
was no railroad across the Isthmus. The only way across was to
walk or ride on donkeys. They
hired the locals to carry the baggage across on the donkeys. They
walked across. One in the party
became sick on the trip across the
Isthmus and died.
They took a boat to San Francisco. From there they took a boat to
Sacramento, and then by stage to
Placer County, where they started
mining at Gold Hill on the Auburn
Ravine. In 1854 William mined at

Iowa Hill down on the point near
the old Jamieson Mine. He wasn’t
a miner very long because of
rheumatism. As there being a
need for a blacksmith shop at Iowa Hill, he opened a blacksmith
shop sometime in 1854.
Iowa Hill was destroyed several
times by fire and William lost five
shops and one house between
1854 and 1878. In the 1871 fire
he lost the shop and his house.
After hydraulic mining was outlawed in 1884, Iowa Hill became
a ghost town and William moved
his blacksmith shop to Colfax.

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Our summer heat
is just about to go
south for the winter. Fall is nearly
here, and we now
have to deal with a
sudden invasion of
bears who are desperately looking
for things to eat.
Helen Wayland, our longtime museum and archives director has retired
from her museum directorship. She
will continue as the director of the archives and she has assured us that she
will continue with volunteer work occasionally at the museum. There was
a wonderful article in the Colfax Record that detailed Helen's contributions to the Society over the years.
She has been the backbone and heart
and soul of the Society for many years
and we are fortunate that she is going
to continue to contribute her ideas and
spirit to the works of the Society.
Chris Miller will assume the duties of
the Museum Director.

We are in need of more volunteers at
the museum. If you know of someone
who has skills with dealing with the
public and can devote the time please
contact the museum. The volunteers
provide aid and advice to the traveling
public and represent our community
to visitors interested in our area. We
work closely with the Chamber of
Commerce who have a visitor center
next to our museum at the depot.

Please feel free to promote membership in the Society by the businesses
in the community. We need the support of the community in order to
maintain our archives and our programs. We have been limiting our
mailings to the general membership in
order to save money so please stop by
the museum to find out the latest news
on the activities of the Society.

Thank you for your interest and participation in society projects and acOur work at the archives is proceeding. The processing of the glass nega- tivities. If you have any ideas how we
tive collection given to the Society by can be of service to the community
the Grace Hubley Foundation is con- and our local businesses, please let us
know. Contact Bonnie Wilson (530tinuing The archives have had vari878-6640, email:
ous computer problems that have
compromised progress with computer- bonwally@hotmail.com) with your
izing our archival records. The prob- ideas for program presentations.
lems have been largely addressed and
our computerization efforts should
Swend L. Miller
begin again. Our new software throws
us a curve once in awhile but we work President,
Colfax Area Historical Society
those problems as they come up.
(530-346-6960)
Our membership drive is completed
and we thank you for your support.

RECIPE FROM THE PAST

Dried Pea Soup1
3 qts. water 3 onions, chopped
1 qt. dried peas
2 tbs. butter 2-3 tbs. flour
Salt and pepper
tsp. celery seed, crushed
1/4 lb. salt pork, sliced
Croutons
Note: to make hard water soft either add a spoonful
of baking soda, or else collect clean rainwater.
Take one quart of split peas, or Lima beans which
are better, put them in three quarts of very soft water
with three onions chopped up, pepper and salt; boil
them two hours, wash them well and pass them
through a sieve, return the liquid into the pot, thicken
it with a large piece of butter and flour, put in some
slices of nice salt pork, and a large teaspoonful of
celery seed pounded; boil it till the pork is done, and
serve it up; have some toasted bread cut into dice
and fried in butter, which must be put in the tureen
before you pour in the soup.
1

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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HELEN WAYLAND RETIRES AS MUSEUM DIRECTOR
United Auburn Indian Community
to finish the museum. In November
2005, a grand opening and dedication of the museum took place
during the Founders Day celebration, in the partially restored Colfax
Passenger Depot. Most of the display cases in the museum are from
the Colfax Pharmacy, which was
owned and operated until 1995 by
Helen and her husband, Richard.
In 1955 Helen moved from Penryn
to Colfax when she married Richard, her high school sweetheart.

The people most responsible for
bringing Colfax Area Heritage Museum to fruition were Helen Wayland and Gertrude Paul, both
founding members of our Society.
The Society was organized July 22,
1985.
Several years ago Gertrude curtailed her Society activities, and
now Helen has retired as Museum
Director. Another longtime museum volunteer, Donna Williams, is
set to retire at the end of the year,
so we have a serious need for additional volunteers.
In 2005, Helen was instrumental in
obtaining a $50,000 grant from the

nese. “It was such a good feeling to
recognize these people who had
never been recognized. We even
got it put in the Congressional record,” she said. “It was so nice to
be able to do something for an entire race of people who had been
mistreated throughout their time,”
she added.

Helen has served on the board of
directors for the Bianchini Foundation and the Sierra Vista Community Center. She also served on the
Colfax Cemetery Board and the
In 2008, The Placer County Board Placer County Museums Gift Shop
of Supervisors honored Helen for Task Force.
her tireless volunteer efforts to pre- In addition to her time running the
serve local history. At that time Su- museum, for many years Helen
pervisor Bruce Kranz said,“We’re
has conducted walking tours of
honoring Helen Wayland for her
Colfax for school children and othdedication, self-sacrifice, passion
ers. She is also Archive Director for
and commitment to the citizens
the Society’s archives housed at
and visitors of Placer County
the Sierra Vista Community Centhrough her 53-plus years of volun- ter. Helen will continue in that poteer work towards the preservation sition and will continue to conduct
of Colfax history and to thank her the tours.
for her service on the Historical
Chris Miller has been named MuseOrganization Committee.”
um Director, in addition to her reAs one of the founding members of sponsibilities as the Society's
the Placer County Historical Soci- Membership Chair.
ety, Wayland served as chair of
The museum is operated entirely
Placer County’s Sesquicentennial
by volunteers and is open 10 am
celebration in 2000. One of her
to 3 pm every day of the year, exproudest accomplishments was
arranging Colfax’s 1999 Founders’ cept major holidays.
Day celebration honoring the Chi-

COBBLESTONES ARTICLES AND PHOTOS
Dear Readers,
We need your help with articles
and/or photos for the Cobblestones. Several members have
recently supplied me with outlines
of articles, accompanying photos,
or references to where I could find
photos and additional information,

for items they wanted to have
included in the next Cobblestones.
This has worked out very well.
I am hoping that this simplified
approach will encourage more of
you to suggest articles for the
Cobblestones. To send outlines,
articles or photos you can email
them to

melcouch57@gmail.com (subject
line "Cobblestones"), snail mail me
at 113 Mink Creek Drive,
Colfax,95713, or drop items off at
the Museum and call me at 3462394.
Thank you!

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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BOARD MEETINGS

NEW MEMBERS
●
●
●
●

● David Matheson Thomas

February 19, 2015
April 16, 2015
July 16, 2015
October 15, 2015

(All Board Meetings are on Thursdays at 10
am in the Depot.)

Welcome!!!

GENERAL MEETINGS
●
●
●
●

Saturday, November 8, 2014, 7:00 pm
Saturday, March 21, 2015, 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 16, 2015, 7:00 pm
Saturday, September 12, 2015, 7:00 pm
(All meetings will be held at the Depot)

THE HISTORY OF HYDRAULIC MINING
Edward E. Mattson of American
Hill, near Nevada
City, first used a
metal nozzle at
the end of a canvas hose to wash
down a gravel
bank. California's
hydraulic mining
The abundance of gold in California exploited gravel
and the economic contribution that deposits, making
it a form of placer2 mining.
gold mining made to the American
The popular romanticism of the
economy in the second half of the
Gold Rush overlooks the destructive
nineteenth century were the main
reasons why California earned state- impacts of the event. The hydraulic
hood after only three years as a terri- mining associated with the Gold
Rush destroyed some of California’s
tory.
most important water sources. The
Hydraulic mining had its precursor
extremely high pressure water
in the practice known as ground
sluicing, in which surface streams of streams were used to wash entire
hillsides away. Hydraulic mining bewater were diverted so as to erode
gold-bearing gravels. This was origi- came the largest-scale, and most
devastating, form of placer mining.
nally used in the Roman empire in
The California Gold Rush of 1848
was one of the most transformational events in American history. In
terms of America’s demographics,
California became one of the most
attractive destinations for Chinese,
Irish, French, Latin American and
other immigrants, plus the 250,000
American migrants who moved here
in search of gold.

vocably.

Frequently devastated by flood waters, farmers demanded an end to
hydraulic mining. Vast areas of farmland in the Sacramento Valley were
deeply buried by the mining sediment. In the most renowned legal
fight of farmers against miners, the
farmers sued the hydraulic mining
operations and the landmark case of
Edwards Woodruff v. North Bloomfield Mining and Gravel Company
As one visitor to a massive hydraulic made its way to the United States
the first centuries BC and AD, and
District Court in San Francisco
mining pit observed, “Nature here
expanded throughout the empire
wherever alluvial deposits occurred. reminds one of a princess fallen into where Judge Lorenzo Sawyer decidThe Romans used ground sluicing to the hands of robbers who cut off her ed in favor of the farmers and
banned hydraulic mining on January
fingers for the rings she wears.”
remove overburden and the gold7 1884, declaring that hydraulic
bearing debris in Las Medulas of
Hydraulic monitors blasted 1.5 bilmining was “a public and private
Spain, and Dolaucothi in South
lion cubic yards of soil and rocks
nuisance.”
Wales, the only known Roman gold from the Sierra hillsides. Imagine
mine in Britain.
taking all the soil excavated for the
Panama Canal, and multiplying it
The form of hydraulic mining prestimes eight! It was washed through
ent in Gold-Rush California, used
sluice boxes and dumped into the
jets of water directed under very
nearest creek or river canyon. This
high pressure through hoses and
massive amount of debris literally
nozzles at gold-bearing upland
placer1 deposits. Historians say that buried the Sierra streams, which before had been teaming with trout,
in Nevada County in 1852, a
salmon, and other wildlife, under
Frenchman, Antoine Chabot, was
one hundred feet of gravel. It
the first to use a large hose in
changed those natural habitats irreground-sluicing, and that in 1853
See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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M E M O RIA L GIVING
T O CA H S
Colfax Area Historical Society
welcomes gifts and memorials
in honor or in memory of
loved ones and friends. To
make a gift please include
your check with the form on
the right and mail to:
Colfax Area Historical Society
Attention:
Memorials Secretary
P O Box 185
Colfax, CA 95713-0185

July 2014

Gift in Honor or in Memory
Of: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
By: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Amount: _______________________________________

HUBLEY
COLLECTION PHOTOS
Undedicated monthly
donation

A D D IE

Jay Macintyre

D O UGH E RT Y

Addie was bright presence in Colfax for many years. On Saturday,
October 11, the Colfax community
gave her a wonderful sendoff at a
Celebration of Life, held at the Sierra Vista Community Center. Her
son, Don, spoke of the unconditional love he received from both
of his parents. And how that love
continued through their lives. Several people spoke about wonderful
memories of Addie. As Don said,
we all felt the magic of Colfax by
coming together to pay tribute to a
very special lady.

–

1 9 2 4 - 2 0 1 4

back to Colfax. They both worked
for the construction companies that
built I-80 from Auburn to Soda
Springs.
Addie later worked for Simpson
and Simpson in Auburn. Over the
years she also worked as a waitress
at the Kofee Kup, Lou Labonte's,
Sleepy Hollow Restaurant, Carouso's and did bookkeeping for various businesses in the area.

She is survived: by her son, Don
and his wife Patty, granddaughter,
Wendy Mason (Scott), great-granddaughter, Zayla Mason, step-grandAddie was born in Grafton, N. D.
son, Matt Maynard (Amanda),
When 18, she moved to Los Ange- step-great-granddaughters, Lauren
les, to support the war effort. She
and Alexa Maynard, brother in–
was an aircraft assembler during
law, Paul Dougherty (Genielle) and
World War II. After the war, she
several wonderful nieces and nephcame to Colfax, where she met her ews. She was preceded in death by
husband, Don Dougherty. They
her husband, and grandson Roger.
moved to Newcastle, and later to
Fresno. In late 1956 they came
See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org
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CAHS
Objectives:
To support and promote
educational and research
activities and interest in the
history of the Colfax area; to
promote and establish a local
museum; to work with other
Historical Societies and local
groups; to discover, collect
and make accessible to the
public historical facts and
objects; to mark places and
buildings of historical interest
in the Colfax area and
catalog such markers in an
orderly manner; to register
historical landmarks and
buildings; to accept gifts and
donations from the public

MEMBERSHIP

and other organizations; and
to raise funds to accomplish
all the above.

–

JOIN

US

Membership and Annual Dues:
Regular (single) Member :

$20.00

Family (including children):

$25.00

Junior (not included in Family):

$ 5.00

Business (includes ad)

$35.00

Non-profit Organizations

$35.00

Additional contributions are always welcome.
Dues apply to the fiscal year, July 1 to June 30, and
Meetings:
are tax-deductible. Members receive quarterly issues
of the Colfax Cobblestones, and a 10% discount at
General Meetings:
4/ year
the Gift Shop in the Museum.
Locations will be announced.
Make checks payable to: Colfax Area Historical
Board of Directors:
4/year
Society. Please send check with your name, address,
Located in the Depot at
phone, email address, membership class, and
99 Railroad Avenue, Colfax
amount enclosed to: CAHS, P.O. Box 185, Colfax,
CA 95713, or go to the Museum to sign up.

F A L L

M E E T ING

The Fall Meeting will be held on
Saturday, November 8, 2014, at
7:00 pm at the Depot. Our speaker
will be George Beckham of Colfax.
His topic will be a discussion of
Ford’s original tractor, the Fordson
Tractor.

FORDSON ORIGINAL PROTOTYPE – 1907

FORDSON MODEL F – 1917 - 1928

FUN LINKS & INFORMATION
Donner Pass Historical Rendezvous:
www.DonnerSummitHistoricalSociety.org
Placer Sierra Railroad Heritage Society: www.psrhs.org
Leave a Legacy:: www.snlal.org
Sierra Nevada Virtual Museum: www.sierranevadavirtualmuseum.com
Do you have any stories or photos you
would like to share?
Please email them to the editor at:
melcouch57@gmail.com
Subject line: Cobblestones

Historic Hwy 49 Photos: www.HistoricHwy49.com
Gold Rush Stories:
http:/ / nevada-outback-gems.com/ gold_rush_tales/ california_gold_rush1.htm

See us on the Web at www.ColfaxHistory.org

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATION MEMBERS
American Legion
Colfax Post 192
P.O. Box 311
Colfax, CA 95713

Teri Andrews-Murch
Realtor w/Lyon Real Estate
1900 Grass Valley Hwy
Suite 100, Auburn
Direct: 530-798-0215
tandrewsmurch@golyon.com
www.FoothillsHotProperties.com

Colfax Dental Center
120 Whitcomb Avenue
P.O. Box 1080
Colfax, CA 95713
346-6244

Colfax Elementary School District
P.O. Box 1080
Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-6244

Colfax Garden Club
P.O. Box 1801
Colfax, CA 95713
346-8561
forgivenami@cablewave.com

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc.
P.O. Box 1199
Colfax, CA 95713
346-2281

Grace Hubley Foundation
24820 Ben Taylor Road
Colfax, CA 95713
530-863-3698
info@gracehubleyfoundation.org

Pick-A-Flick Video
P.O. Box 29
(6 N. Main Street)
Colfax, Ca 95713
530-346-8808

Placer County Historical Society
P.O. Box 5643
Auburn, CA 95604

Sierra Business Service
James and Barbara Kelly
520-D So. Auburn Street
Colfax, CA 95713
346-2455
barbkelly@foothill.net

Sierra Vista Community Center
P.O. Box 88
(55 School Street)
Colfax
530-346-8726

VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Post 2003
P.O. Box 1213
Colfax, CA 95713
(Pres.) 636-4242

