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Dr. Rod Moser, Curator of the Gold Country Medical Museum in Auburn, demonstrates the Violetta Ray, a “quackery 
device” popular in the 1920’s. Dr. Moser was the guest speaker and presenter at the March 19, 2016, meeting.  

Gold Country Medical Stories and Artifacts at Membership Meeting  
 

Long before he became the 
Curator of the Gold Country 
Medical Museum in Auburn, Rod 
Moser, PA, Ph.D., began a 
personal collection of medical 
artifacts, gadgets, historical 
items, and books. Most of his 40-
year collection of medical 
equipment, pharmaceutical 
items, advertising, and other 
items has been donated to the 
Medical Museum. 

At the CAHS membership 
meeting on March 19, 2016, Dr. 
Moser showed dozens of items 
and told many stories about 
how the Museum's collections 
were gathered and came to be 
displayed there. 

Dr. Moser started his personal 
collection in 1970. He told us 
about finding and acquiring 
items that might seem strange to 
us now, such as corked vials of 
glycol-heroin that were sold 
over the counter for 17 cents.  

In Clarksburg, West Virginia, he 
found an antique store that had 
hundreds of medical books from 
the 1800's. As a starving 
student, he couldn't afford to 
buy them, so the antique store 
owner just gave them to him. 

After he moved to Northern 
California, he bought a tiny 
antique store in Folsom. He said 
that part of his motivation in 
buying the store was to acquire 

a historical bottle that turned 
out to be a consignment item, 
which meant that although he 
had purchased the store, he had 
to pay separately for the bottle. 
Incidentally, he sold the store a 
year later. 

During his presentation, he 
shared items from the museum’s 
collection, including an enema 
kit, an ice pack for soothing a 
throat after a tonsillectomy, an 
extensive laxative collection, 
and empty bottles that were 
used for cocaine and gonorrhea 
elixirs. 

Dr. Moser demonstrated the 
Violetta Ray on himself. He 
described it as a “quackery 
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device” that was an early 20th-
century, electrically-powered 
apparatus that had several 
dozen attachments for a variety 
of medical “therapies.” The 
Violetta Ray was popular in the 
1920’s, and it was even sold in 
the Sears catalogue. 

Other medical items that he 
showed the group were an 
opium pipe, a collection of 
health and first aid cards that 
were included in cigarette 
packages, and quarantine signs. 
For years, he searched for an 
anthrax quarantine sign, and he 
recently found one. 

Past medical treatments were 
sometimes different, because 
knowledge was incomplete or 
treatments weren’t available, he 
reminded the group. Sulfa drugs, 
the first successful medication 
for bacterial infections, were not 
available until 1935. Penicillin 

wasn’t available until the 1940’s. 
Even in the 20th century, asthma 
was sometimes treated with 
cigarettes. 

Recently retired, Dr. Moser was 
one of the first Physician 
Assistants (PA) in the United 
States, number 122. (According 
to the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
there are currently 91,994 PA’s 
in the United States, and this 
number only includes those 
currently practicing.) Dr. Mose 
began his practice in Appalachia. 
He estimated that over his 
lifetime, he saw more than 
180,000 patients.  

The Gold Country Medical 
Museum is located at 219 Maple 
Street, in Old Town Auburn. It is 
currently open by appointment 
only. Visits can be scheduled by 
contacting Dr. Moser or the 
president of the Old Town Au-
burn Preservation Society 

(OTAPS). See their contact info 
below. 

Visits are free of charge. A grand 
re-opening of the Medical 
Museum is scheduled on May 
21, 2016, from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Medical Museum needs 
volunteer docents who are 
available to work one 4-hour 
shift every six weeks so that the 
museum can be open every 
weekend.  

For information about 
volunteering, contact Dr. Moser 
or the OTAPS president.  

 Dr. Moser, Curator: 
rodmoserpa@gmail.com  
or call 530-906-9822 

 Lynn Carpenter, OTAPS 
president: 
serendipity@onemain.com  
or call (530) 885-1252. 

 

 

Some of the members of the Colfax Area Historical Society who attended Dr. Moser’s presentation. 
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Learn about Local House 
Histories and How to Research 
Your House on May 14 
The next general membership meeting will be a 
presentation by local researchers and historians 
Helen Wayland and Nancy Hagman. Helen Wayland 
will present her research about several local 
houses. Nancy Hagman will talk about the process 
of researching a house’s history.  

There is no charge. This meeting is open to all 
CAHS members and to the public. Visitors and 
guests are welcome.  

Saturday, May 14, 2016, 7 p.m. 
Colfax Passenger Depot 

99 Railroad Street, Colfax 

Nancy Hagman wrote about some of these houses 
for the Colfax Record. The following text and photos 
are from articles that she wrote.  

Kuenzly House 

 

Kuenzly House, 102 Pleasant St. (& Depot), Colfax, CA 

Original Owner: Judge Jacob Kuenzly 
Current Owner: Franklin Phaner 

The Kuenzly house was built in 1897 by Judge 
Jacob Kuenzly, the Colfax postmaster and a Justice 
of the Peace. Jacob Kuenzly was born in Switzer-
land, coming here at age 19 with his father to seek 
his fortune when gold was discovered. The house 
was inherited by his daughter and her husband, 

Henry Lobner, who owned the general 
merchandise store in Colfax and was vice-president 
of the Rising Sun Mine. It was known as the “Half-
way House” as it was the stopping-off point for 
many of the Kuenzlys’ friends traveling through 
Colfax to Lake Tahoe and Reno on the train. This 
historic Colfax house was the first house in the city 
to have electricity and sits at the foot of the “Big 
Hill” overlooking Colfax. 

Perkins House 

 

Perkins House, 3 E. Church St., Colfax, CA 

Early Owners: Theodore and Eliza Perkins; 
Jeannie Perkins and Morris Lobner 
Current owners: Jeff and Karen Williams 

Built in 1877 by J.M. and Christina Graham, the 
Perkins family moved into it in 1883. Theodore 
Perkins operated the Colfax General Store on Main 
St. (now known as the Colfax Market). The Perkins’ 
daughter Jeannie married Morris Lobner. Morris 
served 46 years as the agent for the Central Pacific 
Railroad and Nevada Co. Narrow Gauge Railroad.  

Morris Lobner was also involved in numerous real 
estate and farming enterprises—including the 
development of Chicago Park, and he assisted Dr. 
Robert Peers in establishing his famous tubercu-
losis practice. For many years, he organized the 
annual Colfax Fourth of July events.  

The house was bought by Jeff Williams, a 
contractor specializing in historic house 
renovations. His beautiful local work includes this 
house and the Neff House.
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Second Book in Iowa Hill Divide Trilogy by Robin Yonash Is Published 

 

Patrons of Mike Papas’ Saloon (from the Henderson Collection). 

Towns and People of the Iowa 
Hill Divide, the second book in 
the Iowa Hill Trilogy by Robin 
Yonash is now available for 
purchase locally at the Colfax 
Area Heritage Museum or online 
at amazon.com.  

People and the settlements they 
live in make up the human 
history of a place. This book is 
about the towns of the Iowa Hill 
Divide in Placer County and the 
people who lived in them from 
the Gold Rush era to the present 
day. 

Robin’s series documents the 
rich history of the Iowa Hill 
Divide. Based on extensive 
research, Towns and People of 
the Iowa Hill Divide includes: 

 Detailed annotated history of 
the founding of Iowa Hill. 

 Detailed annotated history of 
the “old” Iowa Hill Store, which 
was originally built about 1853 
and lasted until 1968. 

 An examination of the 
validity of various legends about 
Iowa Hill, such as Iowa Hill was 
once considered for the State 
Capitol. 

 History of other towns on 
the Iowa Hill Divide, including 
Damascus, Humbug Canyon, and 
Wisconsin Hill. 

 Biographies and family trees 
for several founding families. 

 Biographies of various 
notable citizens and other 
residents, including Jacob Neff, 
Mel Henderson, and Lyman 
Gilmore. 

 A discussion of the influence 
of women, African-Americans, 

Chinese, and Native-Americans 
on the Iowa Hill Divide. 

 Numerous photographs, 
some published for the first 
time, plus maps and other 
illustrations, and a list of 
sources. 

Proceeds from the purchase of 
this book at the Colfax Area 
Heritage Museum benefit the 
Colfax Area Historical Society. 
Purchases from amazon.com 
support the Iowa Hill 
Community Club. 

Watch for book three of the tril-
ogy, Gold and Fire: A History of 
the Iowa Hill Divide, which is 
expected to be published this 
fall.

The Iowa Hill Divide, Volume 2: 
Towns and People of the Iowa Hill 
Divide. By Robin Yonash  
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Can You Identify This Tool? 
This tool, which is about 8 inches long, was donated to the CAHS, and 
it is currently stored in the Archives room—but no one knows what 
it is. It is speculated that this was a tool to perform a task with rail-
road tracks and switches. 

 

If you recognize it, please drop by the museum and tell one of the 
docents, or email dirkgifford@gmail.com, and we’ll quote you in the 
next issue of the Cobblestones. 

Museum Visited by Team Researching 
History of Chinese Railroad Workers 
A research team from Stanford University visited the Colfax Area 
Heritage Museum on April 18. They were international researchers 
from the “Chinese Railroad Workers in North America Project at 
Stanford University.” Roger Staab, Helen Wayland, and museum do-
cents met with the group and answered questions. Roland Hsu, the 
project’s Director of Research, wrote the following thank-you email 
to Roger: 

Dear Roger, 

On behalf of our research team I write to thank you sincerely for your 
help during our recent visit on 4/18/16 to the Colfax Historical mu-
seum. Your talk to our group was much appreciated. And I especially 
thank you for your special effort to drive me, and our bus driver to 
check the Cape Horn lookout. This was a true highlight for our visiting 
international researchers! 

Please convey our thanks to Helen Wayland. We are grateful to you 
and all the staff at the museum. We hope to keep in touch as our 
research continues. 

Sincere regards,  
Roland 

Roland Hsu, PhD 
Director of Research, Chinese Railroad Workers in North America 
Project at Stanford University 
http://web.stanford.edu/group/chineserailroad/cgi-bin/wordpress/ 

Current CAHS Officers 

President: Swend Miller 

Vice President: Bonnie Wilson 

Treasurer: Barbara Kelly 

Recording Secretary: Joanne Geist 

Membership Chair: Florence 
“Chris” Miller 

Corresponding Secretary: Lynda 
Couchman 

Archive Director: Tom Passanisi 

Museum Director: Florence “Chris” 
Miller 

Cobblestones Editor: Dirk Gifford 

Webmaster: Dirk Gifford 

Member at Large: Walt Wilson 

Member at Large: Jay Macintyre 

 

Would You Like to Submit 
Photos, Articles, or Stories? 

 Do you have historical photos 
that you would like to share? 

 Would you like to write about 
a local town or the history of the 
railroad in the Colfax area? 

 Does your family have inter-
esting stories about people in the 
area? 

 Do you have stories about the 
area’s history of mining? 

How to Contact Us 

To submit an article or photos for 
either the newsletter, web site, or 
both, contact Dirk Gifford at 
dirkgifford@ gmail.com or at (925) 
783-9664. 
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Local Businesses and Organizations That Support CAHS 

The Colfax Area Historical Society 
(CAHS) and the Colfax Area Herit-
age Museum appreciate the sup-
port and services that local busi-
nesses provide.  

CAHS works with the Colfax Area 
Chamber of Commerce to promote 
interest and support in the Colfax 

area. The Chamber of Commerce 
has been serving Colfax, Dutch Flat, 
Alta, and Gold run since 1951. 

The Colfax Area Heritage Museum 
and the Colfax Area Chamber of 
Commerce are both located in the 
Colfax Passenger Depot, located in 
the former Colfax Amtrak passen-

ger depot at 99 Railroad St., Colfax, 
CA.  

The following local businesses and 
organizations are members of the 
CAHS, and we appreciate their sup-
port. We invite you to support them 
and other local organizations and 
businesses. 

 

American Legion  
Colfax Post 192 

P.O. Box 311 
Colfax, CA 95713 

Colfax Dental Center 

120 Whitcomb Avenue 
Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-6244 

Colfax Elementary School District 

24825 Ben Taylor Road 
Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-6244 

Colfax Garden Club 

P.O. Box 1801 
Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-6215 

Fair Oaks  
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 2044 
Fair Oaks, CA 95828 

Forest Hill Divide  
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 646 
Forest Hill, CA 95631 

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc. 

P.O. Box 1199 
101 Grass Valley St., Colfax, CA 95713 

(530) 346-2281 

Gold Country  
Lioness Club 

P.O. Box 1852 
Colfax, CA 95713 

Golden Drift  
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 253 
Dutch Flat, CA 95714 

Grace Hubley Foundation 

24820 Ben Taylor 
Colfax, CA 95713 

www.gracehubleyfoundation.org 

Teri Andrews-Murch, Realtor 

Lyon Real Estate 
1900 Grass Valley Hwy, Auburn CA 

(530) 798-0215 
www.FoothillsHotProperties.com 

Pick-A-Flick Video & Gift Shop 

P.O. Box 29 
6 N. Main Street, Colfax, Ca 95713 

(530) 346-8808 

Placer County  
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 5643 
Auburn, CA 95604 

Sierra Business Services 
James and Barbara Kelly 

520 S. Auburn St, # D 
Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-2455 

barbkelly@foothill.net 

Sierra Vista  
Community Center 

P.O. Box 57 
55 School Street, Colfax, CA 95713 

(530) 346-8726 
svcc@colfaxnet.org 

VFW Ladies Auxiliary  
Post 2003 

P.O. Box 1213 
Colfax, CA 95713 

President: (530) 636-4242 

Please join the  
Colfax Area Historical Society 

We will put  
the name of your business here! 
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Join the Colfax Area Historical Society 
We invite you to join the CAHS 
and support the work of the 
Society. Receive the Colfax Cobble-
stones four times a year by mail.  

Each issue includes articles and 
photos about local history, CAHS 
news, reports about presentations 
at membership meetings, and 
news of upcoming meetings.  

Memberships are for one year, 
from July – June. Three kinds of 
membership are currently 
offered. 

Memberships begin on July 1. 
However, if you join CAHS be-
tween October 1 and March 31, 
your membership will be pro-
rated as explained on the form. 

CAHS Web Site 

Visit the CAHS web site at 
http://www.colfaxhistory.org. It 
contains news and information 
about the CAHS Museum and Ar-
chives, a calendar of meetings, 
and local history. 

To join the Colfax Area Historical Society, fill out this form and mail it 
with a check to:  CAHS, PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713.  

Your subscription will begin with the next quarterly issue. 

Name ________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City ______________________  State ______  ZIP ____________ 

r $20  Individual membership (one person) 

If you join between Oct. 1–Dec. 31, prorated membership is $15 
If you join between Jan. 1–Mar. 31, prorated membership is $10 
If you join April 1–June 30, membership is $20 and will begin July 1 

r $25 Family membership (including children)  

If you join between Oct. 1–Dec. 31, prorated membership is $19 
If you join between Jan. 1–Mar. 31, prorated membership is $13 
If you join April 1–June 30, membership is $25 and will begin July 1  

r $35 Business or Non-Profit Organization  
(includes an ad in each issue of Colfax Cobblestones) 

If you join between Oct. 1–Dec. 31, prorated membership is $27 
If you join between Jan. 1–Mar. 31, prorated membership is $18 
If you join April 1– June 30, membership is $35 and will begin July 1 

 

Docents Needed at Colfax Museum and Chamber of Commerce 
Volunteer docents at the Colfax 
Area Heritage Museum answer 
local history questions, make the 
museum available to the public 
seven days a week, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and greet visitors and 
travelers from throughout the 
United States and abroad.  

More docents are urgently 
needed, because currently there 
are not enough to continue 
keeping the museum open seven 
days a week.  

All docents are trained to an-
swer questions about local his-

tory, open and close the mu-
seum, and help visitors enjoy 
the museum's exhibits and their 
visit to Colfax. If interested, 
please call the museum at (530) 
346-8599 and speak to any of 
the volunteers on duty. You can 
also drop in at the museum and 
talk to the volunteers on duty. 

The Chamber of Commerce 

The Chamber of Commerce also 
has its office, displays, and local 
memorabilia in the Passenger 
Depot, in the room next to the 

Museum. The Museum and 
Chamber office are connected by 
open doors that allow visitors to 
visit both the Museum and the 
Chamber in the same visit.  

Volunteers for the Chamber of 
Commerce answer questions 
about the Colfax Area and its 
businesses, provide information 
about train and bus schedules, 
and help passengers enjoy their 
stop in Colfax. Like the museum, 
they are also seeking volunteers.  
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