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Museum has reopened, but no meetings with speakers for now 
By Dirk Gifford 

When the pandemic began in March 2020, we 
closed the Colfax Heritage Museum and canceled 
upcoming meetings and presentations. At the time, 
it seemed the museum would only be closed 6-8 
weeks, but it was closed 16 months.  

Both the Museum and the Colfax Area Chamber of 
Commerce reopened on July 3 and are currently 
open four days a week: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. Both are in the 
Colfax Passenger Depot, 99 Railroad St., Colfax. 

INSIDE. This issue contains some of the photos 
that have been scanned in the Bowers-Keck 
photograph collection acquired by the CAHS. 

 

NEWSLETTER. Before the pandemic, this 
newsletter was mailed before each quarterly 
meeting, timed to provide information about the 
upcoming presentation. Although we are still 
unable to hold quarterly meetings with speakers 
and presentations, we are resuming publication of 
the newsletter.  

VOLUNTEERS. The Museum and Chamber would 
both like to open additional days, but they need 
additional volunteers to do so. If you are interested 
in volunteering one day a week in either the 
Museum or the Chamber, please drop by when they 
are open and speak to the volunteers.  

The Depot provides travelers with a comfortable 
place to wait indoors, where they can learn about 
Colfax and the surrounding area’s history and 
businesses. Both the Museum and the Chamber sell 
snacks, drinks, books, and local souvenirs.  

THE CAHS ARCHIVES. CAHS members have 
continued to organize and catalogue the materials 
in the Archives. Another is scanning the Bowers-
Keck photograph collection that CAHS acquired 
before the pandemic.  

YOUR MEMBERSHIP HELPS. Your membership in 
CAHS supports these efforts, and helps pay for 
rent, utilities, and other expenses of the Museum 
and Archives. Thank you for your membership and 
for supporting this work. If you are not a member, 
please consider joining. There is a membership 
form on page 9.  
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Photos from the Bowers-Keck Collection 
The photos in this issue are from the Bowers-Keck collection of photos depicting the Colfax area.  

 
The Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad (NCNGRR), at Colfax, California. The location is what is now Railroad 

St., where the Colfax Passenger Depot building is located. Photo taken in the 1930s.  

According to a history of the railroad on the Nevada County website,  

"The need for rail service in the semi-mountainous and wooded area of Grass Valley and Nevada City 
was precipitated by mining operations subsequent to the California Gold Rush. In addition, timber 
operators wanted to make their land accessible to the Southern Pacific Company in Colfax. . . . 

“Construction included two bridges, two tunnels, and five trestles. After leaving the Colfax depot, the 
road headed north, parallel with the Central Pacific Railroad, then crossed Bear River, and into 
Nevada County. One of the first stations was at the town of You Bet which serviced the Goodwin Drift 
Gravel Mine. The road proceeded into Chicago Park, a fruit and grape growers colony, and then 
continued into Grass Valley. . . . 

“By 1912, the NCNGRR was running three mixed trains daily, each way, between Nevada City and 
Colfax, while a fourth mixed train ran daily, each way, between Grass Valley and Colfax.”  
See http://www.nevadacounty.com/history-nevada-county-narrow-gage-railroad/ 
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The intersection of Main St. and Grass Valley St. in Colfax, California, c. 1940. 

 
South Main St., Colfax, California, c. 1940. 
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Stagi Brothers’ bakery and grocery store, intersection of N. Main St. and Depot St., Colfax, California, c. 1937. 

 
Mr. and Mrs. George Bayne Sr. and George Bayne Jr. at Viscia Ranch, Colfax, California, 1913. 
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South Main St., Colfax, California, c. 1920. The building on the left housed the Post Office and PG&E offices.  

It is now the Colfax Branch of the Placer County Library. 

 
The Marvin Inn (left) and Colfax Hotel (right), Grass Valley St., Colfax, California, 1919.  

A dance pavilion is visible behind the Colfax Hotel.  
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Main Street, Colfax, California, after the 1887 fire. August 1887. 

 
J.F. Brown corner store, Main St., Colfax, California, 1926.  
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News and decisions from the August 2021 board meeting 
Although the Museum was closed to the public from March 2020 – July 2021 and the Archives continue to 
be closed to the public, the CAHS board has held three board meetings during the pandemic. We thought 
you would be interested to know about some of the recent decisions and discussions from the August 12, 
2021, board meeting.  

THE FUTURE OF THE BULL AND BEAR SCULPTURES 
that are displayed outside the museum. Due to 
their rapidly decaying condition, further attempts 
to repair these wooden sculptures are no longer 
being considered.  

As the Bear and Bull sculptures have aged and 
weathered, they have developed structural 
problems related to both the vandalism and the 
decay of the wood itself. They have been an 
ongoing target of vandalism. 

Soon both sculptures will be removed and retired 
with a ceremony that acknowledges their long-time 
role in the community and the associations that the 
community has with them. 

The Bull and the Bear sculptures were originally 
brought to Colfax from Mendocino, California, in 
the 1940s and installed in front of the popular Bull 
and Bear restaurant on Canyon Way in Colfax.  

Other suitable historic items of interest are being 
considered for display in their place. 

THE ARCHIVES. The Archives remain closed at 
present. They may be available soon to public 
visitors by appointment.  

Roger Staab continues some research, sorting and 
adding items to the database. Nancy Hagman 
reports that the Placer County Archives has a good 
program and would be glad to share their methods 
and experiences with us.  

PUBLIC CAHS MEETINGS will not be held for now. 
After discussing the uncertainties surrounding 
COVID, we decided to suspend our quarterly 
Saturday night public meetings indefinitely. The 
board will continue to review this decision in 

upcoming meetings. We look forward to meeting 
safely with speakers and programs about our local 
history.  

SAFELY REOPENING THE MUSEUM. The Colfax 
Heritage Museum reopened on July 3, after being 
closed for 16 months because of the COVID 
pandemic.  

Museum director Irene Allen says that plastic 
shields have been installed on the public counters, 
hand sanitizer is available throughout the 
museum, masks are worn by volunteers, and 
visitors are asked to wear masks, too. Social 
distancing is encouraged. Restrooms are available 
when the museum is open, and they are cleaned 
daily. 

THE BOWERS-KECK PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION. 
Larry Risser has finished scanning more than 300 
of the approximately 500 photographs and images 
in the collection. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. The 2022 membership drive 
will begin in December. Membership begins in 
January. Current members will receive a mailed 
notice asking them to renew.  

EXPENSES AND REVENUE. Because of the 
pandemic and the closure of the museum in March 
2020, there was little revenue from the sale of 
merchandise and food in the museum. Those sales 
provide much of CAHS’s revenue.  

The historical society nevertheless paid rent for the 
Archives room, liability insurance for the museum, 
and a monthly phone bill. The food and drink 
inventory in the museum expired during the 
closure and had to be disposed of.
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Local businesses and organizations that support the CAHS
The Colfax Area Historical Society (CAHS) and the 
Colfax Heritage Museum (CHM) appreciate the sup-
port and services that local businesses provide.  

The following local businesses and organizations 
are members of the CAHS, and we appreciate their 
support. We ask you to support them.

American Legion  
Colfax Post 192 

P.O. Box 311 
Colfax, CA 95713 

Colfax Dental Center 
120 Whitcomb Avenue 

Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-6244 

Colfax Garden Club 
P.O. Box 1801 

Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-6215 

Grace Hubley Foundation 
24820 Ben Taylor 
Colfax, CA 95713 

www.gracehubleyfoundation.org 

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc. 
101 Grass Valley St. 

Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-2281 

Sierra Business Services 
520 South Auburn St, # D 

Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-2455 

barbkelly@foothill.net 

Sierra Vista  
Community Center 

55 School Street, Colfax, CA 95713 
(530) 346-8726 

svcc@colfaxnet.org 

Teri Andrews-Murch, Realtor 
Lyon Real Estate 

1900 Grass Valley Hwy, Auburn CA 
(530) 798-0215 

www.FoothillsHotProperties.com 

VFW Auxiliary  
Post 2003 

P.O. Box 1213 
Colfax, CA 95713 

President: (530) 636-4242 

How to contact us 
There are four ways to contact us. 

 Call: (530) 346-8599 

 Send an email: 
museum.colfax@gmail.com 

 Write a letter: Mail for both the 
Colfax Heritage Museum and 
the Colfax Area Historical 
Society is received at PO Box 
185, Colfax, CA 95713. 

 Drop in at the museum: The 
Colfax Heritage Museum is 
currently open Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

CAHS officers 
President: Dirk Gifford 

Vice President: Nancy Hagman 

Treasurer: Barbara Kelly  

Recording Secretary: Joann Geist  

Membership Chair: Chris Miller  

Corresponding Secretary: Not 
filled at this time  

Archives Director: Swend Miller  

Museum Director: Irene Allen  

Member-At-Large: Roger Staab 

Member-At-Large: Jay MacIntyre 

Cobblestones Editor: Dirk Gifford 

Webmaster: Dirk Gifford  

Web site and Facebook  
Our web site is colfaxhistory.org. It 
has information about the 
Historical Society and the Museum, 
including resources for historical 
and genealogical research.  

Our Facebook page focuses on 
news and events about the 
Historical Society and the Museum. 
It is facebook.com/colfaxmuseum  
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Please join the Colfax Area Historical Society 
Please join the CAHS and support the work of the Society and the Colfax Heritage Museum. You will receive 
the Colfax Cobblestones newsletter approximately every three months. Memberships are for one year, from 
January–December. 
 

To join the Colfax Area Historical Society, fill out this form and mail it with a 
check to: CAHS, PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713.  

Your subscription will begin with the next quarterly issue. 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

City __________________________ State ________ ZIP _____________ 

Email address ________________________________________________ 

 $20 Individual membership  
(one person) 

 $25 Family membership  
(including children)  

 $35 Business or Non-Profit 
Organization membership  
(includes an ad in each issue of Colfax 
Cobblestones) 

 Go paperless option. We will send a 
copy of each newsletter to your email 
instead of mailing you a copy.  

When you join, how is the money used? 
Membership dues and all money raised help us 
accomplish the following goals: 

 Maintain the Colfax Heritage Museum in the Colfax 
Passenger Depot building, in Colfax. 

 Maintain historical archives in a rented room at the 
Sierra Vista Community Center. 

 Manage a growing collection of archival artifacts and 
make these available for research. 

 Preserve and protect a collection of 8,000 glass 
negatives taken by Grace Hubley, a successful 
commercial photographer of this area. 

 Collect and catalog photographs of early Colfax fami-
lies since the 1850s. 

 Research and compile the history of early buildings 
in Colfax, with commemorative bronze plaques 
placed on buildings along Main Street. 

 Recognize and register three historical areas (Colfax 
Passenger Depot, Freight Depot, and the Cape Horn 
Overlook) as Historical Landmarks with the Califor-
nia State Preservation Commission. 

 Research the history of various personalities in 
Colfax, such as Robert Fowler (aviator) and Pat Jones 
(journalist) and dedicate monuments to them. 

 Develop a file system to assist persons searching for 
information on people and history of Colfax and the 
surrounding area; start a collection of oral family 
histories on tape. 

 Display archival and historical materials at public 
events. 

 Publish and sell historical publications related to 
Colfax and other nearby communities. 

Go paperless option 
If you are a current member and want to receive a PDF 
copy of the newsletter in your email instead of a copy in 
the mail, send an email to museum.colfax@gmail.com 
stating that you want to switch.  

If you are joining or renewing, include your email on the 
above form, check the “Go paperless option,” and return 
the form with your check.  
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The Standard Oil Sanatorium, Colfax California. It was constructed in 1921 to provide medical care for 

Standard Oil employees who had tuberculosis. This photo was taken in the 1920s. 

 
The Colfax Area Historical Society  
PO Box 185 
Colfax CA 95713 

Phone: (530) 346-8599 
Email: museum.colfax@gmail.com 
USPS mail: Mail for both the Colfax Area 
Heritage Museum and the Colfax Area 
Historical Society is received at PO Box 185, 
Colfax, CA 95713. 
Museum location: The Colfax Heritage 
Museum is physically located at 99 Railroad 
St, Colfax CA 95713 


