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October 15th Meeting and Presentation:
“Dr. Peers and the Colfax School for the Tuberculous”
After 2½ years of not holding quarterly meetings, we are
happy to tell you that we will start holding quarterly
presentations on Saturday October 15, 2022, in the Colfax
Passenger Depot.

“Colfax once enjoyed worldwide recognition as a center for the
treatment of tuberculosis. This fame was due to the climate
and to work of Dr. Robert Alway Peers who practiced there for
52 years....
“During World War I Peers volunteered his services to the
American Red Cross. He was assistant chief to the bureau of
Tuberculosis in Paris, overseeing the operation of seven
hospitals in southern France....

Saturday, October 15, 2022, 7 p.m.
Colfax Passenger Depot
99 Railroad Street, Colfax, California

“By 1927 the Colfax School for Tuberculous was the largest
private TB group under one medical supervisor in America.
The school included the hospital, Kathramon, Bushnell, the
Colony and Standard Oil Sanitariums, all supervised by Peers.”

There is no charge to attend
Everyone is welcome

Roger Staab, is a well-known historian and author. He is a
charter member and the historian of the Placer-Sierra
Railroad Heritage Society (PSRHS). Roger has done extensive
research about the history of Colfax and the surrounding area,
and he has written numerous articles about local history,
including the history of the tuberculosis clinics and the
railroad in this area.
Roger is the author of a book about the Towle Brothers' logging
railroad, and family businesses, and he is the co-author, with
Arthur Sommers, of the Arcadia book Railroads of Placer County.
He also serves on the Colfax Area Historical Society (CAHS)
board as a member-at-large, and he is a volunteer at the CAHS
Archives.

Roger Staab
Our speaker, Roger Staab, will do a presentation about Dr.
Robert Peers and his work treating patients with tuberculosis
in the facilities located in the Colfax area. Roger has
researched Dr. Peers’ work and the facilities that were under
his direction. Dr. Peers directly supervised six facilities and
was affiliated with at least three others. The work of Dr. Peers
was written about in The Colfax Connection, by Pat Jones (1980):
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Dr. Chesley Bush’s Photo Album – the Rest of the Story
By Roger Staab
CAHS was the recent recipient of a photo album that had been
the property of Dr Chesley Bush. How we acquired it and its
significance to Colfax area history make for an intriguing story
of happenstance.
In late 2021 we received an email from Dewey Livingston of
the Jack Mason Museum in Inverness, CA. A photo album that
had belonged to Dr. Chesley Bush and his wife Hazel had been
recently donated to the museum. It had been found in a house
in Inverness that had been a vacation home for the Bushes.
The photo album was apparently left in the Inverness house
until it was sold after they both passed away.
The album contained several photos taken in the Inverness
area, but Dewey noted that it also included numerous photos
of the Colfax area in the early 1900’s including tuberculosis
treatment facilities. He wondered if CAHS would like to have
the album after he scanned the Inverness images. Of course
we said yes. Our research shows that from 1912 to December
1918 recent medical graduate Dr. Chesley Bush was Dr. Robert

Peers’ assistant in the early days of tuberculosis (TB)
treatment in Colfax.
In May 2022 Roger Staab and Joann Geist drove from Colfax to
Inverness to receive the donated photo album. It indeed
proved to be a gem with numerous local and regional photos
taken from 1913 until Dr. Bush left Colfax in 1918. Also
included were photo postcards from that same era.
In 1913 Dr. Bush married Hazel Myers of Berkeley, who had
inherited the Inverness house from her Aunt, Mattie Morgan.
After an extended honeymoon trip they settled in Colfax where
he was assistant to Dr. Peers. The photo album contains their
personal memories of the honeymoon trip along with Colfaxarea scenes and people they met while Dr. Bush served with
Dr. Peers.
This album provides numerous interesting glimpses of the
Colfax area during the mid-1910’s. The album itself is wellworn, but the photos are in excellent condition. Several of the
photos are being incorporated into a CAHS-published history
of Dr. Peers and TB treatment in Colfax that will soon be
available to the public on the CAHS web site, colfaxhistory.org.

The Colfax Hospital, 1914, near the corner of Kneeland and Grass Valley Street in Colfax, California. Photo by Dr. Chesley Bush.
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Please support the local businesses and organizations that support the CAHS
The Colfax Area Historical Society (CAHS) and the Colfax Heritage Museum (CHM) appreciate the support and services
that local businesses provide. The following local businesses and organizations are members of the CAHS, and we
appreciate their support. We ask you to support them.

Colfax Dental Center

American Legion
Colfax Post 192

120 Whitcomb Avenue
Colfax, CA 95713

P.O. Box 311
Colfax, CA 95713

(530) 346-6244

Colfax Garden Club

Colfax General Store

P.O. Box 1801
Colfax, CA 95713

6 North Main St.
Colfax, CA 95713

(530) 346-6215

rklobner@colfaxnet.com

DACOMM
Providing internet service to the Colfax Heritage Museum, Colfax
Visitor Center, and businesses and residences throughout the
area. DACOMM is “a local company helping the local community
and not the corporate giant.”
(530) 545-9750 or (530) 210-9918
dacomm.net  support@dacomm.net

24820 Ben Taylor
Colfax, CA 95713
gracehubleyfoundation.org

Sierra Business Services

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc.

520 South Auburn St, #D
Colfax, CA 95713

101 Grass Valley St.
Colfax, CA 95713

(530) 346-2455
barbkelly@foothill.net

(530) 346-2281

Sierra Vista Community Center

VFW Auxiliary Post 2003

55 School Street
Colfax, CA 95713

P.O. Box 1213,
Colfax, CA 95713

(530) 346-8726
svcc@colfaxnet.org

President: (530) 636-4242

To join the Colfax Area Historical Society, fill out this form and mail it with a check to: CAHS,
PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713 . Your subscription will begin with the next quarterly issue.
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State _________ ZIP ________________
Email address ____________________________________________________________

October 2022

Grace Hubley Foundation
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 $20
Individual membership
(one person)
 $25
Family membership
(including children)
 $35
Business or Non-Profit Organization
membership
(includes an ad in each issue of Colfax
Cobblestones)
 Go paperless option. We will send a copy of
each newsletter to your email instead of
mailing you a copy.
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A visitor awaits the train from Colfax to the Bay Area. This photo, which was taken between 1913 and 1918, is from Dr. Chesley
Bush's photo album, which will be part of Roger Staab’s October 15 presentation.

The Colfax Area Historical Society
PO Box 185
Colfax CA 95713
Phone: (530) 346-8599
Email: museum.colfax@gmail.com
USPS mail: Mail for both the Colfax Area
Heritage Museum and the Colfax Area
Historical Society is received at PO Box 185,
Colfax, CA 95713.
Museum location: The Colfax Heritage
Museum is physically located at 99 Railroad
St, Colfax, California, in the restored Colfax
Passenger Depot.
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